
15 Feb Dear Dr. King, 
lg5’ Best wishes and a continuance of Gods blessing for the fine work that you have 

done and are still doing, is, and has been my prayer for many, many, months. 
I saw in “The Dexter Echo” that the church is giving you a trip to Gold Coast, 

Africa. It is a wonderful and highly deserved gesture on the part of the church to 
realize just how tired + worn you must be, and that you need a rest + a change, 
if any one ever needed it. I am so much in accord with the plan, that I want to 
have a little part in it, so am sending you $5” for a dinner aboard ship. And may 
God be with you all the way + return you to us safely, feeling better in every way 
+ ready to take up the cross again, 

You will be welcomed with open arms in Africa, just as you will be welcomed on 
your return to the states + especially, (Montgry.} Alabama. God bless you. 

Sincerely, 
[signed] J. E. Nesbitt 

Best wishes to Mrs. King. 
Think as little as possible of conditions in your city + try to enjoy every minute 

Hope you wont be too tired to enjoy the Great Celebration, which will be so 
away from it. You owe that to yourself, your wife, + your friends. 

meaningful to the Gold Coasters, and to all of us, for their blessings. 

ALS. MLKP-MBU: Box 63A. 

From John Wesley Dobbs 

15 February 1957 
Atlanta, Ga. 

King receives congratulations from one of his parents’friends. The Dobbs family lived 
near the Kings in Atlanta for many years.’ 

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
309 S. Jackson Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

1. John Wesley Dobbs (1882-1961), born in Marietta, Georgia, graduated from Morehouse Col- 
lege in 1901 and worked as a railway mail service clerk for 32 years. Along with King, Sr., he promoted 
black voter registration in Atlanta in the 1930s and igqos. In 1936 he founded the Atlanta Civic and 
Political League to promote patronage of black businesses, voter registration, and improved schools 
and recreational facilities for African Americans. A former vice-chairperson of the Georgia state cen- 
tral committee of the Republican party, Dobbs also served as a national vice president of the NAACP, 
and as grand master of the Prince Hall Masons of Georgia from 1932 to 1961. 138 
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18 Feb 
lg5’ 

My dear M. L. Jr.: 

May God Almighty continue to Bless you, and grant unto you more Wisdom 
and Power to carry on, in His Name, the struggle for Decency, Dignity, and First 
Class Citizenship for all Americans, without regard to Race or Creed. 

I was certainly happy to find your likeness on the cover page of Time Magazine 
this week. You could not have accomplished so much, in so short a time, unless 
you had decided to let God use you. Keep up the good work. 

I spoke in Chapel at Morris Brown College this morning on Negro History. At 
the end of my address, I held up a copy of TIME to the students, and told them 
that you were writing history in Montgomery, Alabama, right now, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that you have just turned 28. I admonished them to do likewise. 

I told the Students that you did not start out in life to become a Bishop, but that 
you asked God for the privilege to be one of His humble servants. I told them, 
that in making preparation for service, you finished Morehouse College early, 
graduated at Crozier Theological Seminary, stopped by Boston University to pick 
up a P.H.D. Degree, and then settled down in Montgomery, Alabama, to lead an 
honorable, non-violence movement for Equal Rights. 

I further told them that I hope to be with you at the Gold Coast Celebration in 
Africa early in March.2 

Kindest regards and best wishes, to your family. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 

John Wesley Dobbs 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 62. 

2.  On King’s return trip from Africa, he spent an evening with Dobbs in Paris. 

To A. A. Banks, Jr. 

18 February 1957 
[Montgomery, Ala. ] 

On 13 February Banks sent King a check to help pay for rebuilding the bombed 
churches in Montgomery. Banks askd King to send “a noteporn you personally 
which I could read to our congregation by way of encouraging them. *King thanks 
nzabers of Second Baptist Church, who had contributed more than $2,600 to the 
MIA during the previous year.’ 

I .  Both King and his father had preached at Second Baptist (see King’s sermon on 28 February 
1954, “Rediscovering Lost Values,” in Pupe~s 2 :  248-256). On 1 2  March 1958 King spoke at Second 
Baptist at an event sponsored by the church’s cultural committee (Program, Second Baptist Church 
cultural committee forum series, 1 2 March 1958; King to Banks, 25 March 1958). 140 
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